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Newsletter No: 10             Wednesday, 20
th

 June, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

Last Friday we celebrated another special event at MacKillop – the official Blessing and Opening of 
our refurbished Administration building. It was a beautiful celebration lead by the Most Reverend 
Michael McCarthy, Bishop of Rockhampton, who also officially opened the building. We were very 
fortunate to have a number of special guests attend the ceremony including Mr Michael McCusker – 
Assistant Director Schools Northern Region, Mr George Christensen - Member for Dawson, Cr Greg 
Williamson – Mayor of Mackay, staff from CEO Offices, Principals from other schools, Sr Lila Galvin 
and Sr Margaret Greaves. 
 

There are so many other people to thank also who have been instrumental in organising this special 
event - staff, parents and students, to whom we are extremely grateful to for all your assistance. 
Thank you to those parents who were able to join us for this celebration. I would also like to 
commend the students for their behaviour, beautiful singing and actions during the ceremony. They 
were an absolute credit to our school. I felt immensely proud of being Principal of this wonderful 
school during this occasion. It was very humbling to receive feedback from so many people about 
the ceremony itself and also the children. Both Mr George Christensen and Cr Greg Williamson 
spoke very highly of the children’s behaviour and singing and the wonderful feel of the school. 
 
I also received a beautiful letter from a parent after the ceremony that I thought I would share with 
you all. It is really encouraging to get positive feedback at these times. A great deal of time and hard 
work goes into ensuring these events are special and run smoothly and it is lovely to have this 
recognised. 

 
“I just wanted to send my congratulations to you and your team on a wonderful morning to mark the 
official Blessing and Opening of the Administration refurbishment. The school looked pristine and is 
a credit to MacKillop staff and students and the efforts of Mr Sharpe. 
 
The students’ behaviour was exemplary throughout the morning and their teachers and parents 
should be very proud.  I must admit to being overwhelmed by the beautiful and enthusiastic singing 
... what a lovely way to celebrate their pride in their school. 
 
I spoke to the Mayor Greg Williamson and he commented that he visits many schools in his role and 
that he very quickly gets a ‘sense’ of the culture of the school.  He was very impressed with his 
sense at MacKillop and was impressed with the student’s behaviour and participation in the 
ceremony. Once again, well done on a fantastic morning.”  
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

REPORT CARDS 

 
I spent the weekend reading through the children’s report cards. 
This reinforced to me the wonderful group of children we have here 
at MacKillop and we should all be very proud of them. To read how 
much some children have improved academically, socially and 
emotionally throughout the semester, the manners they display, and 
their positive behaviour is something to be celebrated and 
encouraged. 
 
The students learn these qualities and skills from their parents as 
their first educators and this is supported, reinforced and enhanced 
by all who work at MacKillop. We have a very dedicated and 
committed staff and I am proud to work with these wonderful people. 
 
We are also very fortunate to have you as part of our school 
community – the parents and families of the students.  You all 
contribute to making our school community a place where all are 
made to feel welcome, and a real sense of partnership is what we 
continue to strive for.  To all of you who have volunteered your time 
so generously so far this year I say thank you.  You give so freely of 
your time for our children and ultimately this is what we are all here 
for. I truly value your contributions as do the children and staff. I look 
forward to continuing to work with you for the remainder of the year. 
 
Report cards will be available on Parent Lounge as of 3.00pm 
next Wednesday, 27

th
 June. I would like to thank the teachers for 

their time, professionalism and commitment given to writing these 
reports. If you have any questions about your child’s report card 
please see your child’s teacher.  
 

Report Cards for Semester 1, 2018 
 
 
Report Cards will be available through Parent 
Lounge after 3pm Wednesday, 27th June.  Information will 
be emailed out on the day.  Please check you are able to log 
into the Parent Lounge. 

 
1. To access Parent Lounge, start your internet browser and 

type in the URL for MacKillop School website:   
www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au 

2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 
3. Then click on Parent Lounge icon. 
4. Login with your username (6 Digit ID number) and the 
password remains the same as previously used.  
 
If you are new to our school or 
have forgotten or misplaced your 
password, click ‘Forgot 
Password?’.   
Type in your Username (6 digit ID 
code, which can also be found on 
your school fees – Account 
Number) and you will be emailed 
a link to reset your password.   
 

Please note, you must use the same email address as is used 
for your school newsletters. 
 
 

 
 

DANCE FEVER LESSONS 
 

Once again this year all the students at MacKillop will be involved in 
a program at the school titled, ‘Dance Fever’. Lessons commence 
next term and will continue every Tuesday during the term for a total 
of 10 weeks from Week 1 - 10.  The lessons are ½ hour in duration 
from Prep to Years 3 and 45 minutes for Years 4 – 6. The lessons 
link with a number of Key Learning Areas including The Arts and 
Health and Physical Education. 
 
Dance Fever is an organised program designed to teach children 
social interaction through enjoyment that emanates from dance. 
Whether it be dancing as an individual or couples, groups or as a 
team. Dance Fever helps children improve their self-expression, 
respect, etiquette, school spirit, teamwork and sportsmanship.  
 
This program is compulsory for all students to participate in. 
The cost is approx. $36 per child for the term and this amount 
will be charged to the Term Three school fee accounts.  
 
This year we will culminate the term of lessons with a 
DanceFever Challenge with a number of other Catholic Schools 
in the region. This will take place on Tuesday 17

th
 September. 

Further information about this will be sent home next term. 

 
If you have any questions please contact me at school. 
 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

 

My congratulations and thanks go out to all those children, parents 
and staff members who were involved in making our Athletics 
Carnival such a success on Monday, it was a wonderful day of 
competition, participation, team spirit and good sportsmanship. It 
was great to see such a high level of support from the parents and 
friends of our community on the day barracking for our sporting 
teams: Merara, Copperfield and Fitzroy.  
 
I would like to sincerely thank Mrs Jade Scott for all her effort and 
dedication in organising the event. With all big events like this, many 
hours of extra work go into setting out the program, collating 
nominations and making sure all the track, field and games have 
been catered for.  Jade was also supported by our staff who, as 
always, go above and beyond what is required to make sure things 
‘just happen’.  Also, many thanks to all of the parents who 
volunteered their time to assist during the day, your help was greatly 
appreciated. I must also commend the children for their good 
behaviour on the day. Thanks to Jo for organising the canteen on 
the day. Well done, everyone. Congratulations to Fitzroy on their 
success as overall champions this year. 
 

SHOW HOLIDAY / PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
This Thursday is the Mackay Show holiday which is a public holiday. 
Friday, 22nd June is also a Pupil Free Day, as all Catholic primary 
teachers in Mackay are involved in PSDE ‘Personal & Social 
Development Education’ curriculum training.  Please note that the 
school office will be open this Friday. 

 

MUSICORP CONCERT 
 
The Musicorp instrumental music students will be holding a concert 
next Tuesday in our School Hall at 2:00pm.  Parents are most 
welcome to attend. 

 

 

MACKILLOP SIGN IN / SIGN OUT PROCEDURES 
 
MacKillop now has a new sign in system for parents and visitors to 
the school. 
 
All visitors are now required to sign in and out via a laptop in the 
office, where you will then be issued with a barcoded sticker. 
 
Please ask office staff for assistance if needed when you first use 
this system. 
 
 

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/


NAIDOC WEEK 
 

During the second week of the school holidays (6 – 13 July) the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community will celebrate 
NAIDOC week. NAIDOC week is an annual celebration that is held 
across Australia during the month of July. It celebrates the unique 
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and is celebrated by all Australians.   Each year a 
theme is chosen to help celebrate NAIDOC Week, this year’s theme 
is ‘Because of Her, We Can’. The 2018 theme proudly 

acknowledges and honours the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women who have, and continue to make, invaluable contributions to 
our communities, our families, our rich history and our nation. 
www.naidoc.org.au  
 

How can we celebrate NAIDOC in our school community?  

 Participate in the planned activities in your school. 

 Attend NAIDOC Liturgy on the 23
rd

 July 2018 9.30am at St 
Joseph’s Parish, North Mackay. 

 Share your stories with each other of Indigenous women 
who have made a significant impact in your life. 

 

Karlie Tatchell 
Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer 
 

 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School Photos 

on the noticeboard in our office for parents to order. 

Order forms are available in the office and all orders are 

to be placed directly with Advanced Life. 

* Year 6 Muck Up Photo 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

PREP ENROLMENT INTERVIEWS FOR 2019 
 

I am continuing Prep Enrolment interviews this week. I look forward 
to meeting new families as well as catching up with current families 
who have children commencing Prep next year. If you know of 
anyone else wanting to enrol children at MacKillop for 2019 please 
ask them to get their enrolment forms in as soon as possible. 
 

PRAYERS 

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 
sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 
We pray for: 

 Gracie Norman’s Poppy who is unwell at this time.  

 

VACATION CARE 

 
If you are requiring a position at our Outside School Hours Care 
program for the holidays or Pupil Free Day coming up, can you 
please contact Donna on 0417291439 to secure a place. The 
program can be found at the back of the newsletter. 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY! 

Friday 22nd June 

 

 

PHOTOS FROM OPENING AND BLESSING 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122
http://www.naidoc.org.au/


 

 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
CONFIRMATION!! 

 
Olivia Pennisi – Kirra Bruton 

 Nathan Peever - Bella McClarty 

 
These students were confirmed at Mass on the weekend.   

May the Holy Spirit come upon them and fill their hearts with the 
Gifts of –  

Reverence – Wisdom - Right Judgement 
Courage – Understanding – Knowledge - Wisdom & 

Awe. 
Let Us Pray 
 

Loving Father, 
All you are you have given to your Son and Spirit  

and through them we have received all that we have. 
Open us to the mystery of your self-giving love  

so that we may reveal it in all we do and say. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.    

Amen 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS – MACKILLOP LED! THIS SUNDAY! 
 

Sunday 24
th

 June – Children’s Sunday Mass 9am St. 
Joseph’s Church. 
 
MacKillop children and their families are especially invited 

to participate in Sunday Mass.          
 

 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL DATES! 
 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

 

 

MacKillop will be having an Art Show  

for the children to showcase their art  

work they have completed within the  

Arts lessons this term.   The Art Show  

will be Monday 25th June in the Library from 

5:30pm – 6:30 pm. Wine and  

cheese will be provided. 

 

Thank you Mrs Geiger  

  

CONGRATULATIONS 

 
Congratulations to Eve Oliver 3CR who competed in the Aussie 
Gold Challenge in Mackay for Cheer and Dance over the 
weekend. Eve’s group came first in her division and she will now 
go on to compete in the nationals on the Gold Coast in October. 
Way to go Eve! 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is held at St Joseph’s 
Church on the 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Saturday 6pm Mass and 1

st
 & 3

rd
 

Sunday 9am Mass of the month during school term and 
also at St Brendan’s church on 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Sunday7:30am  

Masses of the Month. 

 



 
Prep J Jaxson Bovey 

 I can always depend on Jaxson to get the 
classroom back into ship-shape condition after our 
creative activities.  He gets many of his friends 
motivated to take pride in the presentation of the 
classroom also. 

 Ruby Lankin 
 For the constant care and concern she displays 

for both adults and peers.  Ruby is always 
considering those around her before herself.  You 
are a good role model to all Prep students. 

1P Hunta Eddison 
 For putting lots of time and effort into completing 

all of your tests.  You have listened carefully and 
tried your best on every question.  Awesome 
effort!  Well done! 

 Mackenna Lang 
 For putting lots of time and effort into completing 

all of your tests.  You have listened carefully and 
tried your best on every question.  Awesome 
effort!  Well done! 

2D Harry Warne 
 Your procedure titled, “How I get Ready for 

School”, was detailed using “bossy words” and 
“connective words”.  It was great to see you 
adding a “tip” to help people understand your 
morning before school. 

 Ava Woods 
 Ava, every day last week you joined in with our 

school hymns.  It was great hearing your beautiful 
singing voice and seeing you read the words off 
the screen to help you. Thank you for leading our 
class! 

2N Reid Paskins 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Reid.  You have completed your Daily Five 
Activities quickly and with care.  You are also 
working very well in writing tasks this week.  I 
especially liked your detailed procedure writing of 
How to Brush your Teeth.  Well done! 

 Nate Vlekken 
 Congratulations Nate.  You are completing your 

procedure writing tasks very well with specific 
word choices.  I am also very pleased with your 
progress on your comprehension reading goal.  
Well done. 

3CR Xavier LaGerche 
 Xavier, I was very impressed with the effort you 

put into creating your own Godly Play.  You 
worked well as a member of a team to create your 
resources and were able to retell “Jesus feeds 
5000” with confidence.  Well Done! 

 Aiden Neal 
 For the wonderful effort you put into your oral 

presentation. You spoke clearly and tried hard to 
make eye contact with the class.  Your 
PowerPoint was also well prepared.  Amazing 
effort, Aiden! 

4C Cerrise Giles 
 Thank you for your active participation in all 

lessons this week.  I liked how you were engaged 
in your learning, and were always one of the first 
to raise your hand to answer a question or to 
contribute to class discussion. 

 Cody Lankin 
 Thank you for always having a go. You always try 

to answer questions and have great ideas about 
how to solve Maths problems. Keep continuing to 
focus on your work Cody. 

4M Ella Berrigan 
 Wow Ella!  You are to be congratulated for the 

wonderful work you put into your explorer 
research task and presentation on Ferdinand 
Magellan. The information and graphics you 

organised on Google Slides was terrific.  You kept 
us all captivated and interested in your historical 
recount. 

 Belle Frost 
 Good on you for getting a head start on your 

amusement park ride design task.  Your annotated 
drawings gave a clear picture of what you wanted 
to build and how you were going to build it.  I 
commend you for thinking sustainably when 
organising your shopping list for the materials.  
Well done Bella! 

5K Haden McLachlan 
 Congratulations Haden on accomplishing a very 

high level in our ‘Light Shows’ unit.  I was very 
impressed with your recall of what you have learnt 
about. 

 Sara Reid 
 For your exemplary behaviour while participating 

in high jump.  You cheered on your class mates 
and sat watching in a respectful manner. 

6PG Jasmine Gale 
 For your positive attitude to your work!  You listen 

when instructions are being given in class, get 
started straight away and ask for assistance if you 
need to!  Fabulous effort, Jasmine! 

 Marshall Hokins 
 For your effort in completing tasks in a timely 

manner.  You are trying hard to remain focused on 
finishing your work and ensuring that the final 
products are of a high standard.  Great effort, 
Marshall! 

6R Ava Cunningham 
 You showed wonderful enthusiasm and skill to 

solve mathematical problems using the ‘Order of 
Operations’.  You calculated accurately and you 
were super willing to share your knowledge with 
others. 

 Hayley O’Neill 
 Your newspaper report telling the story of 

Pentecost was amazing.  You really identified the 
heart of the story as if you were a reporter, right 
there at that time.  You also did a fantastic job 
summing up your report with a message that we 
can relate to in today’s world. 

 
                

 June 20 Chase McDougall 
  21 Finn Cunningham 
  21 Eva Zemek 
  22 Christian Nield 
  22 Jayce Smith 
  23 Cynara Laflamme 
  24 Holly Pennisi 
   

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 



 
LOST PROPERTY 

 

These items below have been handed in as lost property. If they  
 

   belong to your child, please see the admin staff in the office  
 

to collect them. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 22/06 PUPIL FREE DAY  
  
   Wed  27/06 Leisa Finucan 

             Paula La Gerche 
              Ala Edwards 
   

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 

 
 
 

JUNE SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 LASAGNA and GARLIC BREAD $5.00 per serve 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 their bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 
 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop them off at the 
office. If you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 

P&F MINUTES 

The MacKillop website has been updated with the latest P & F 
minutes. They can be found under the Parents and Friends tab. If 
you are interested please take a look. 

DATE CLAIMERS 

25
th

 June – Art Show 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

 
 

mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 

YEAR 2N SOCIAL 

Please join Year 2N at Kidz Life Play Centre for a 
morning of fun! 

FRIDAY 22 JUNE at 9.30am 

(This is a Pupil Free Day) 

Please contact Jodie on 0487 285 216 

 

 



 

VACATION CARE PROGRAM 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 


